LAS   CASES,  ANTOMMARCHI,   ETC.
raires de Napoleon Bonaparte. Martel, who does not name his authority, evidently took it from Las Cases.
Again, in his sixth volume, Las Cases generously produces from his occult and unfailing store another state document. This time it is a letter addressed by Napoleon to his brother, Louis, King of Holland, on April 3,1808, from the palace of Marrac. It bears all the mint marks of the others. It is found for the first time in Las Cases's book. No draft of it is in existence, a fact which is in itself fatal. Unluckily, too, Napoleon did not arrive at Marrac till fourteen days after April 3. The editors of the Emperor's correspondence print it with this dry remark, and with an ominous reference to Las Cases as the sole authority. M. Rocquain, in his Napoleon et le Roi Louis (p. 166, note), unhesitatingly dismisses it as in the main, if not wholly, a fraud. We see no reason for accepting any part as genuine, nor, indeed, does M. Rocquain supply any.
In his seventh volume, again, there is a fourth letter, of the authorship of which it may confidently be said, Aut Las Cases, aut Diabolus. It purports to be instructions for an anonymous plenipotentiary on a mission in Poland, and it is dated April 18, 1812. This composition is absolutely ignored by the official editors of the imperial correspondence. It is, as usual, suddenly produced by Las Cases as a revelation of the real motives of the Russian expedition. The real motive of that disastrous war, it seems, was the reconstruction of the ancient kingdom of Poland. When we consider that at that juncture, when the revival was passionately sought by the Poles, eagerly desired by his own army, and by some of his most devoted servants, when it was vital to his strategy
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